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Dear Neighbour, 
 

Felixstowe Branch Line Improvements 
 

As part of our National Upgrade Plan Network Rail is preparing to lay a new 1.4 km ‘loop’ track 
between Trimley Station and Grimston Lane foot crossing and upgrade the barrier protection 
at the four vehicle level crossings. When completed this additional line will be able to carry 
more container traffic to and from the Port of Felixstowe, helping to take lorries off the road, 
and increase the reliability of passenger services between Ipswich and Felixstowe. 
 

Before they can install the new track, our contractors need to prepare the ground on the south 
side of the rail corridor so that it is sufficiently wide and stable enough to support the second 
new line. 
 

The first of these embankment-widening weekends is due to start on Saturday 7 April with 
engineering trains arriving from approximately 18.00hrs on Saturdays and the last one leaving 
site by 21.00hrs on Sunday evening (Monday evening during Bank holidays). Our contractors 
will be working onsite throughout these times as the activities move from the east side of 
Trimley Station towards Grimston Lane over the next 8 months.   
 

The weekends that we are intending to work over the next two months are listed below, with 
the extended May Bank holiday weekends shown in bold:-  
 

April Saturday 7 18.00 to Monday 9 03.00 
 Saturday 14 18.00 to Monday 16 03.00 
 Saturday 21 18.00 to Monday 23 03.00 
 Saturday 28 18.00 to Sunday 30 03.00 
      

May Saturday 5 18.00 to Tuesday 7 03.00 
 Saturday 12 18.00 to Monday 14 03.00 
 Saturday 19 18.00 to Monday 21 03.00 
 Saturday 26 18.00 to Tuesday 29 03.00 
      

 
 

Likely impacts from these weekend embankment widening works 

o Contractors and specialist equipment, including cranes and articulated 
vehicles arriving or leaving the site compound. 

o Works trains, large items of equipment and contractors working 
throughout the weekend that will create short bursts or periods of noise 
alongside the railway. 

 



 

 

Vehicle and pedestrian safety at level crossings 
 

If you are intending to cross the railway at any of the existing vehicle or pedestrian crossing 
points please take extra care as our works trains are likely to be moving at various speeds in 
either direction. 
 
Temporary weekend passenger travel arrangements. 
 

Some of these embankment works can be safely carried out next the existing track during 
daylight weekday hours by our contractors.  However, the branch line will be closed at 
weekends to allow us to bring in and take away the volume of materials needed by train. 
 
Greater Anglia will be operating a ‘rail replacement bus service’ between Ipswich, and 
Felixstowe stations during affected weekends from approximately 18:50 on Saturday evenings 
all day Sunday, and both May Bank Holiday Mondays. Further details about this service can 
be found at each station, from station staff and the service information page on the Greater 
Anglia website:- www.greateranglia.co.uk or www.nationalrail.co.uk 
 
 
Network Rail apologises for any disruption these important rail improvement works might 
cause along the route.  Our contractors will endeavour to reduce the impacts of their activities 
as much as possible.  
 

To keep you informed, further updates will be issued as works progress. In the meantime, if 
you have any general questions about the project or specific concerns about the scheme, you 
can either: - 
 

 Call our 24/7 National Helpline on 03457 11 41 41. 

 Contact us via our website at:- www.networkrail.co.uk/contactus 

 Visit our website:- www.networkrail.co.uk/felixstowe-branch-line 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
Paul Lennon 
Network Rail 
Community Relations Manager 
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